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The Honorablé Dante B. Fascell, Chairman
Legal and Monstary Affairs Subcommittee
Comuittee on dqvermlent Operations
Houss of Representatwes

Washington, D, C. . 20515

Dear Mr. Cha irmnn:k‘\

This is in respcmpe to your lgtter dated 19 January 1968
requesting information on. the role 6f the Central Intelligence
Agency in the effort against organize& crime,

The National .‘:scurity ﬁ,ct of 1947, as amended, (50 U.S5.C,
401) charges the Agency with’ ‘the duty of correlation, evaluation and
dissernination of intelligence rehting to the national security within
the Government, It shou}& be notmé that the Act specifically provides
"« . . That the Agoncy 8hall have no police, subpoena, law-
enforcement pmvara, gr internal- asc‘\;rzty functions . . . ',

Thus, con@,ction of information :Qela.ting to organized crime
is not within the 1nr£sdict1nn of CIA, but ‘the Agency does occasionally
receive i.nforma:xon relating to criminal activxnes as a by-product,
Generally, this information pertains to na,rcotics, counterfeiting,
and smuggling and is made available to the agpropriate elements of
the Traaou;y Department. Whenever inforn:ation on criminal activities
of interest to the FBI is received, it is immedlately forwarded. In
addition,” the indices of CIA are available to appro;:riate law enforce-
ment agencies on request,

CRC, 8/26/2003
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CIA bas long beea interested ia electronic docun ent and
inforu.ation storage and retrieval and has had several specialized
syster:s in apnntim\{ar son:¢ years. In light of this exyerience,
Ageacy officiais in Noves.ber 1967 briefed Mr. Fréd M. Viason, Jr..
Assletant Attorney General, and six officers of tffe Criminal Division
of the Departient of Justice, on machine records. Emphasis was on
the possitle adaptation of the CIA wyster: as a sisans of storing,
collating, and retrieving'informatien on organized crime. My, Vinson
exprassed appreciation for the "detailed and clear analysis and advice™
whichk “helped us a good aleng the way'te solviag some of our
w08t acute iaformation needg.” We havealse consulted with law
enforcen.ent agencies at the local level and furnished advice on the
wse of mcachine records. \

\

CIA comducts & pregrar: ¥f research and develoyu:eat to
explore new technical means for fyrthering its n.ission. By reans
of periodic mestings of ragresemtatives of interested agencies, the
resalts of this effort are availaple tq appropriate Federal law
enforcen ant agencies which wyy adaji such developmants to their
own needs when feasibie,

I bave circulated ﬁg{"?reai&amk e orandur with regard
to exganizod cricue (o appropriate Agency officials to lasure that
they will be alert to any pdiential for Agenky contribution to this
program. Although the dhk role ls necessayily linited, we shall
continue io assist ia this effort to the fullest ‘extent pers.itted by
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